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Genesis 3.8-24 Sermon  /  COB  /  09.13.15 
 

Introduction 
 
 [Slide 1: Title]  Good morning!  Genesis means beginning or source.  We have been studying the 

genesis of Genesis, because these chapters are the source of essential truths for biblical theology, 
and they are the source of the literary foundation which launches the biblical narrative.   

 Who is the hero of the narrative?  God.  The first thing the Bible teaches is that there is one God, 
who has always existed.  And that God is so powerful that, out of nothing, and simply by 
speaking, God created the whole diverse universe to be pure and useful!  God is the literary 
protagonist, the hero.  Contrary to what you see on Facebook, there is nothing in Genesis 1 
about God being a fan of the Dallas Cowboys. 

 [Slide 2:  God]  We next learn that God created man and woman in his image.  Why did he do 
this, do you remember?  So people would reflect God’s character, represent God in all 
situations, multiply God’s image throughout the earth, and rule over creation in God’s name. 

 [Slide 3:  image]  God equipped the first people, Adam and Eve, for success.  He gave them 
spiritual awareness, direct communication with himself, and high intellectual power.  God gave 
them work they would find fulfilling and a weekly Sabbath day for rest and worship; God gave 
them a paradise garden in which to live, with all the food and water they could want; God gave 
them partnership and fellowship in marriage; and God gave them a simple moral philosophy. 

 [Slide 4:  top line]  What was that simple moral philosophy?  They were to submit to God and 
they were to depend on God; trust and obey.  Pretty simple, right?  Take the top line:  do what is 
right, live as God’s image, and trust God with the results and everything else.   

 
 All that is the setting; what comes next in a narrative is the crisis which drives the plot.  We read last 

week that evil arose in the garden to deceive Eve, and then Adam and Eve gave in to temptation and 
took the bottom line, going against God’s command to eat the one forbidden fruit in the garden. 

 Ironically, this fruit was from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, so it awakened in them 
a desire to make their own moral decisions rather than simply trusting and obeying God.    

 It also gave them an awareness of evil and of their own shame.  They lost their emotional 
innocence and their relational trust with each other; they lost their sense of identity and 
validation as God’s image, and they experienced spiritual death in becoming alienated from 
God, because when they chose to sin, when they chose to take the bottom line of seeking their 
own desire, using their own method, they turned away, they walked away from God. 

 
 That’s the tension.  Open your Bible to Genesis 3.8 [page 5 in the pew Bible], because we need to 

find out how our protagonist-hero, Yahweh God, will react to this crisis.   
 
[Slide 5:  3.8]  Genesis 3.8 NET:  Then the man and his wife heard the sound of the LORD God moving 
about in the orchard at the breezy time of the day, and they hid from the LORD God among the trees 
of the orchard. 
 
 As we saw in v.7 last week, they felt naked and vulnerable before each other.  Well, they felt naked 

and vulnerable before God too, so they hid.   
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 Before they sinned, they had a perfect relationship with God, they could talk with him, hear his 
voice clearly, and they could trust that he was providing them with everything they needed.  
They had no shame, but they had the threat of physical death if they rebelled. 

 Now they had shame, now they were acutely aware of that threat.  So they hid.  This alienation 
from God indicates their spiritual death:  they were separated from God by their sin. 

 
 It seems silly to hide from God, doesn’t it?  Yet we tend to do the same.  We hesitate to come to 

God initially and when we screw up we isolate ourselves from God and the church, because our guilt 
would be uncovered.  We run from the light of God which would expose our corruption and shame.   

 This is a terrible mistake, however, because it leaves us more vulnerable to evil and it allows sin 
and evil to win the day; it leaves us unreconciled with God, still wallowing in our pit, depending 
on our own weak flesh to get out, instead of drawing strength and cleansing from God. 

 
[Slide 6:  3.9]  Genesis 3.9:  But the LORD God called to the man and said to him, “Where are you?”   
 
 Can you picture this?  I do this with my cats.  When they get caught doing something wrong, they 

know they were wrong and they know I might be angry, so they take off like a shot and try to hide.  I 
might not be all knowing, like God, but cats are stupid enough to make it easy:  they think if they 
hide their heads, that I cannot see them, even though their butts are sticking out from under the 
couch or behind the curtain.  “George, kitty, where are you?”  “Adam… where are you?” 

 
[Slide 7:  3.10]  Genesis 3.10:  The man replied, “I heard you moving about in the orchard, and I was 
afraid because I was naked, so I hid.” 
 
 The NET Bible calls the Garden of Eden an orchard, because it was full of trees.   

 It is interesting to think of God moving around in the orchard; perhaps the Holy Spirit was 
causing a strong wind; in Hebrew, “spirit” and “wind” are the same word, [  .[רּוחַ 

 
 Adam was afraid.  He says he was afraid because he was naked.  We know from v.7 he had clothed 

himself with leaves, so why does he say this?  Maybe he was dissembling a little, pointing to 
embarrassment about his physical nakedness, rather than the real problem. 

 The Old Testament often uses nakedness to symbolize being stripped to vulnerability, and Adam 
definitely felt vulnerable.  He felt his shame; he knew God had threatened physical death; he 
knew he had betrayed God, gone against God’s will, failed to trust and obey, failed to be God’s 
image because he failed to reflect God’s character, failed to represent God in that situation with 
his wife and the snake, and failed to rule over the snake in God’s name.   

 Yeah, he felt vulnerable, so he wanted to cover his nakedness and he wanted to hide from God. 
 
[Slide 8:  3.11]  Genesis 3.11:  And the LORD God said, “Who told you that you were naked? Did you 
eat from the tree that I commanded you not to eat from?” 
 
 It is interesting that God asks Adam questions.  God knows everything, he knows everything that has 

ever happened, everything happening right now, and everything that will happen in the future.  But 
God wants to induce Adam to confess, to come clean before God.  In the process he reminds Adam 
of the command Adam broke.   
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 We like to rationalize our sin, would that work here?  Adam and Eve were the first people to 
ever face temptation, they had no cultural experience upon which to draw, shouldn’t God give 
them a mulligan [a do over]? 

 This was their personal first try at fighting temptation and deception, shouldn’t God cut them 
some slack?  This might have been their first day of life, shouldn’t God accept they were not yet 
settled into being his image?   

 Nah.  God isn’t offering comfort here, he reminds Adam of the line he crossed.  We try to make 
things shades of gray, but God’s ethics are black and white, you are on the top line or the 
bottom line, in God’s light or hiding your sin in the shadows, following Christ or following Satan. 

 
[Slide 9:  3.12]  Genesis 3.12:  The man said, “The woman whom you gave me, she gave me some fruit 
from the tree and I ate it.” 
 
 We saw last week that Adam failed in his responsibility to protect his wife from the snake, failed in 

his responsibility to protect his wife from deception and temptation and sin.   

 We saw that Adam wasn’t even deceived, he willfully chose to sin, weakly following the lead of 
his wife who followed the guidance of a creature, instead of standing up for what he knew was 
right and protecting himself and his family.   

 Now he blames the woman for all this, and he blames God for sticking him with this woman!  Do 
you remember how excited Adam was when he first saw the wife God had brought him?  Now 
he says, “That woman you gave me, it’s her fault! and you put her here…” 

 That’s Adam, the criminal who plays the victim card, who blames his crime on his circumstances.  
We have little sympathy for Adam, because we know all the advantages he was given. 

 Yet don’t we see ourselves in this?  We might not live in paradise and we do have a corrupted 
nature, but we have spiritual rebirth through Christ, empowerment by the Holy Spirit to walk on 
the top line in victory over sin and in fulfillment of our purposes in life.     

 Yet don’t we make excuses when we falter?  Money is tight, so I work under the table; I have 
urges so I look at pornography; I feel stressed, so I turn to drugs; I am busy, so I skip church. 

 My friends, let’s give this up!  When we sin, let’s admit it, let’s allow ourselves to feel the 
conviction that we have done wrong; let’s confess the sin to God and then repent, which means 
to turn around, to turn back to walking with God in his light, on the top line.  Are you with me? 

 
[Slide 10:  3.13]  Genesis 3.13:  So the LORD God said to the woman, “What is this you have done?” 
And the woman replied, “The serpent tricked me, and I ate.” 
 
 Adam blamed Eve, now Eve blames the snake.  She failed to trust God, to obey God, to know and 

apply God’s revelation, to resist temptation, to counter the snake and his deception, to represent 
God alongside Adam and fulfill the purpose for which God created her, but she blames the snake.   

 It’s not our fault we are overweight; it’s not our fault we look with lust; it’s not our fault we base 
our self-image on popularity or wealth, and so pursue them more avidly than we pursue God. 

 
 Adam and Eve distorted the truth.  The snake deceived Eve and she led Adam to doing the wrong 

thing.  But they allowed themselves to be deceived and they succumbed to temptation.   
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 Now they should take responsibility, confess their sin to God and repent so they are back on the 
top-line, walking with God instead of in sin.  They did confess.  But their answers indicate they 
are still thinking bottom line, they are being dishonest with themselves and with God.   

 
[Slide 11:  3.14-15]  Genesis 3.14-15:  The LORD God said to the serpent, “Because you have done this, 
cursed are you above all the wild beasts and all the living creatures of the field! On your belly you will 
crawl and dust you will eat all the days of your life.  And I will put hostility between you and the 
woman and between your offspring and her offspring; her offspring will attack your head, and you 
will attack her offspring's heel.” 
 
 Now we see how our literary protagonist, our hero, Yahweh God, will react to this crisis.  One aspect 

of God’s reaction is judgment.  God has all authority in the universe and the ultimate power.  He is 
the one, eternal, creator God.  People, the snake, even Satan [our antagonist] are created; they have 
to submit to God’s judgment.  God does not even command his judgment here, he simply proclaims 
it; if God says it, it will be so, just as in the creation process. 

 
 God starts with the snake.  It is remarkable that the text is not interested in explaining why the 

snake turned evil or how evil began in our paradise garden amidst God’s pure and useful creation.   

 But we know from later revelation in the Bible that Satan, an angel who had rebelled against 
God, came and spoke through the snake to lead Adam and Eve into temptation and rebellion.  
So now God will speak against the snake, but he also will prophetically speak against Satan.   

 In v.14, he places the snake into a humiliating position of sucking the dust kicked up by the other 
animals.  This will be a perpetual reminder for all of creation that creatures rebelled against the 
creator.  Perhaps it is fitting if the snake – which became shrewd in the hands of evil – in some 
way allowed evil to have that influence.  The snake was shrewd, but now he would always be 
humbled and vulnerable!  It was tempted to evil, so it will eat dust. 

 We’ll come back to v.15 in a few minutes.  We also will talk in a few minutes about God’s 
language when he says “cursed are you above all.” 

 
[Slide 12:  3.16]  Genesis 3.16:  To the woman he said, “I will greatly increase your labor pains; with 
pain you will give birth to children. You will want to control your husband, but he will dominate you.” 
 
 There is judgement against the woman, but grace too.  She was created in part to help multiply the 

image of God throughout the earth.  She will find this a painful process now, but she still is fertile, 
she still can fulfill her role as God’s image. 

 
 [Slide 13:  control]  In the process of committing the first sin, Eve sought to lead her husband, who 

was supposed to be the head of the household.  God declared she now always would want to be 
first, to control her husband, yet the husband now would not just lead, but dominate her.   

 Some English translations are uncertain how to translate this portion of the verse, so they make 
it sound like the woman would desire her husband sexually.  The Hebrew text has no verb, it just 
says “toward your husband, your desire”; but the same construction is used in Genesis 4.7, 
where God tells Cain [HCSB], “…if you do not do what is right, sin is crouching at the door. 
[Then in the same construction as our verse:] Its desire is for you [literally, “toward you, its 
desire”], but you must rule over it.”  Based on that clear meaning, some English translations 
[NET, NLT] and I interpret God to be saying to Eve that she will desire to control her husband. 
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 It is clear that male dominance, rather than male servant leadership, has become the norm.  
Some men become passive and let their wives rule the household, but those who do not often 
have a sinful tendency to be arbitrary, self-indulgent, even abusive autocrats, rather than loving, 
sacrificial, selfless, leaders of the partnership God intended men and women to enjoy. 

 Thus the household of people would suffer division, not unity; guardedness, not openness, in a 
perpetual reminder of the family’s rebellion against God, of giving up their place as his image. 

 
[Slide 14:  3.17-19]  Genesis 3.17-19:  But to Adam he said, “Because you obeyed your wife and ate 
from the tree about which I commanded you, ‘You must not eat from it,’ cursed is the ground thanks 
to you; in painful toil you will eat of it all the days of your life.  It will produce thorns and thistles for 
you, but you will eat the grain of the field.  By the sweat of your brow you will eat food until you 
return to the ground, for out of it you were taken; for you are dust, and to dust you will return.” 
 
 Because his image bearers rebelled against him, God cursed the earth.  Earlier we saw that the 

snake would be the most cursed of all the animals, but indeed all the animals would be cursed, both 
with physical death and with suffering in a corrupted environment.   

 Some suffering is by the corruption of the human race and our submission to Satan’s rule here, 
but some suffering is due to God’s judgment on mankind for sin. 

 
 [Slide 15:  pain]  Again we see both judgment and grace.  Because man sinned by eating what was 

forbidden, he no longer would have easy pickings, but he still would eat.   

 Man now would have to work the fields to produce food, but the ground would produce 
obstructive weeds and the crops would be susceptible to weather and uncertain provision.  The 
land would be less fertile than before, and outside the garden paradise. 

 As the woman would have painful toil [בֹון בֹון] in birth, the man would have painful toil [ִעצָּ  in [ִעצָּ
work.  Before his work was fulfilling, enjoyable; now he would have to strain just to feed himself. 

 Genesis 2.4-5 said there were no field plants, no rain, no man to cultivate the ground; you see, 
there would be no field plants, rain, or cultivation until this curse due to the fall. 

 
 [Slide 16:  death]  Instead of creation submitting to man’s rule, it would resist him, and indeed it 

would swallow him into itself upon his physical death.  God reminded Adam that God had created 
him out of the dirt, and now to the dirt he would be destined. 

 “You are dust!” says God, not “you are my image,” but “you are dust,” just a created thing, not 
even something elegant and beautiful, rather the dust that the humiliated snake would eat!  If 
you think about it, that’s one of the worst insults in the Bible! 

 Adam and Eve wanted to be like God, in the top circle, but they lost everything:  spiritual life and 
relationship with God; physical life and quality of life; the opportunity to rule in God’s name. 

 
 None of this could be undone by Adam and Eve.  They would suffer these things their whole lives.   

 The worst part about this is that these curses are passed on from generation to generation.  We 
can see this is so, just by observing the conditions of the planet and our culture.   

 Romans 5.12 NET:  So then, just as sin entered the world through one man and death through 
sin, and so death spread to all people because all sinned.   
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 We inherit corruption in our human nature, and thus we are born in spiritual death, separated 
from God, inclined toward rebellion and sinful acts, destined for Hell.   

 We inherit from our parents a blinded intellect; an evil and idolatrous heart; defiled emotions, 
passions, behavior, and character; an enslaved will.  Thanks Dad! 

 Romans 5.18 NET:  “…condemnation for all people came through one transgression…”  

 God holds us all accountable for the human race going rogue back in the garden paradise, and 
he carries out his original threat with the judgment of physical death. 

 
 Evil reigns now, restrained only by the Holy Spirit, so that God’s work can be done.  Jesus called 

Satan “the ruler of this world” [John 12.31], referring to the fact that Satan tricked Adam and Eve 
into giving up their reign of the Earth when they chose to obey him instead of God.   

 That’s a lot.  I don’t want to end here, because it’s all negative.  May I share some good news? 
 
[Slide 17:  3.20-21]  Genesis 3.20-21:  The man named his wife Eve, because she was the mother of all 
the living.  The LORD God made garments from skin for Adam and his wife, and clothed them. 
 
 We have three things to discuss here:  first the promise God made in v.15; second Adam’s response 

to it here in v.20; and third God’s first step toward that promise in v.21.  In a sermon filled with big 
ideas, these are the biggest, so tune back in if you have wandered into daydreaming! 

 
 [Slide 18:  chiasm]  There is a poetic literary technique in vv.9-19 called chiasm:  the topics are man, 

woman, serpent, woman, man.  A chiasm emphasizes the middle, in this case vv.14-15, in which God 
announces the perpetual struggle and his solution to that crisis. 

 In v.14, God gave judgment to the snake.  But in v.15, God turned to the power behind that 
serpent in the garden, Satan or the devil.   

 God used this pattern several times in scripture:  God had Ezekiel prophesy against the human 
ruler of the state of Tyre, and then against Satan as the real power behind that evil ruler [Ezekiel 
28.12b-17a]; similarly, God had Isaiah prophesy against Babylon and then against Satan as the 
real power behind that evil empire [Isaiah 14.13-14].   

 
 [Slide 19:  3.15]  In Genesis 3.15, God said to Satan, “I will put hostility between you and the 

woman and between your offspring and her offspring; her offspring will attack your head, and you 
will attack her offspring's heel.”  The NET uses the term offspring so average readers will 
understand, but the Hebrew word here means “seed.” 

 This verse is called the protoevangelium, the first gospel promise.  Even in the terrible moment 
of God’s wrath, God provided hope. 

 [Slide 20:  woman]  Satan had deceived and tempted the woman away from God, but God 
promised to woo the woman back, even to the point that she would be hostile toward Satan.  
Thus Satan might have gained control of the planet and corrupted humanity, but he would not 
control all of humanity. 

 [Slide 21:  plural seed]  And God promised that those whom Satan influenced for evil – both the 
fallen angels we call demons and the people who reside in spiritual darkness – would face 
hostility from those descendants of the woman [her plural “seed”] who were procreated to live 
as the image of God.  Thus Satan’s reign would always be opposed here. 
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 [Slide 22:  singular seed]  And God promised that one day, one of the woman’s offspring [her 
singular “seed”] would destroy Satan, though Satan also would kill that man, would attack the 
man’s heel, using the metaphorical imagery of the snake.   

 This is the first promise of a savior:  that a man, the seed of the woman, would come to defeat 
Satan.  This ultimately is our protagonist’s plan, God’s plan, to overcome the literary tension or 
crisis:  he will send a deliverer to conquer Satan and all evil, and somehow set things right again. 

 
 [Slide 23: Eve]  Now consider Adam’s response in v.20 to God’s promise in v.15.  Up until now, Adam 

had been calling his wife [ה    ”.which came to mean woman.  Now Adam named his wife, “Eve ,[ִאשָּ
Actually, he named her [ּוָּה ּוָּה] but we say “Eve” after the Latin translation of ,[ח   .[ח 

 Eve [or ּוָּה  is related to the ancient Hebraic verb “to live”; based on similar usage in Ugaritic [ח 
and Phoenician, we think Eve means “Life Giver.”  That makes sense, since the text says Adam 
“named his wife Eve, because she was [or would be] the mother of all the living.”   

 She has not had a child yet, and she and Adam have just received a death sentence from God, 
but Adam could name her “Life Giver,” trusting she would procreate the image of God and thus 
continue to fulfill the purposes God gave them, because Adam had faith and hope.  He believed 
the promise of v.15, not only of a savior, but that the savior would be one of Eve’s descendants.  
Adam was back on the top line, trusting and obeying. 

 This promise was cherished, handed down through the generations, such that when Cain and 
Noah were born, and when Isaac was offered for sacrifice, their parents wondered if they were 
the promised savior.   

 
 [Slide 24: skins]  V.21 is God’s first step toward fulfilling his promise.  We learned back in v.7 that 

Adam and Eve felt shame, so they felt vulnerable about being naked, so they instinctively clothed 
themselves with fig leaves.  They had to use plant matter, because there was no death yet and they 
were not allowed to kill.  They did not eat animals; they could not kill a pig to make a football… 

 But God wanted to cover their sin, not just their nakedness.  Mankind’s effort of fig leaves and 
hiding was inadequate.  God’s plan involved repentant confession and animal sacrifice.  This is 
how God dealt with their guilt, it is the method by which God forgave and delivered them. 

 Animal sacrifice, shed blood, would temporarily atone, that is it would temporarily make peace 
with God, appease God’s wrath.  God would allow death to come upon the animal as a 
temporary and symbolic punishment for sin.  Ok, the clothing might not have been stylish 
leather, but with God as the tailor, who knows? 

 Animal sacrifice would foreshadow what would happen with the promised savior.  When Satan 
struck the savior, killing him [as it happened, on the cross], Jesus really took our punishment for 
sin from God the Father, and thus he provided everlasting atonement, everlasting appeasement 
of God’s wrath which leads to God forgiving us, which leads to God declaring us righteous in his 
sight, which leads to God reconciling with us, adopting us, giving us everlasting life.  That’s good 
news! 

 
[Slide 25: 3.22-24]  Genesis 3.22-24:  And the LORD God said, “Now that the man has become like one 
of us, knowing good and evil, he must not be allowed to stretch out his hand and take also from the 
tree of life and eat, and live forever.”  So the LORD God expelled him from the orchard in Eden to 
cultivate the ground from which he had been taken.  When he drove the man out, he placed on the 



Groben Genesis 3.8-24 sermon p.8 

eastern side of the orchard in Eden angelic sentries who used the flame of a whirling sword to guard 
the way to the tree of life. 
 
 God shows his sense of irony:  Adam and Eve wanted to be like God, which was one reason they ate 

the forbidden fruit; now God says that’s good reason for expelling them from paradise.   

 We talked about the tree of life before.  It is unclear how this tree worked, but apparently eating 
its fruit could perpetuate physical life.  Since God was bringing a judgment of physical death to 
all people, he expelled them from the garden, so they could not have access to that tree.   

 Outside the garden, man would start his work cultivating the hostile ground.  The garden would 
be supernaturally guarded by angelic sentries, literally cherubim, of which Satan had been one. 

 Note God provided the grace of promise and sacrifice before banishing them.   
 

Conclusion 
 
 [Slide 26: plan]  Let me summarize the situation, and then we will close.   

 Adam and Eve had sought extra freedom, but lost all of it, being now in bondage to sin, death, 
and evil.  Sin brought people from life to death; pleasure to pain; abundance to scarcity and toil; 
harmony and intimacy to alienation and conflict; innocence to guilt; joy to fear and shame; 
purity to corruption.  Sin is no friend of ours. 

 God’s response to the crisis was partly judgment.  His curse would let evil have its time to reign, 
removing the guarantee of fertility and harmony, forcing people to choose between following 
God and following Satan, being on the top line in submission and obedience or the bottom line 
of rebellion. 

 God’s plan for resolving this crisis included repentant confession to restore people’s relationship 
with God; animal sacrifice which would temporarily atone for sin, that is temporarily appease 
God’s wrath; and the promise of the coming savior, the Messiah or Christ, who would come to 
be the permanent sacrifice, taking our punishment for sin so that we could be restored to 
relationship with God permanently.  

 Despite the bleak situation at this point in our narrative, Yahweh, the hero, is still in control, and 
he will work his plan for the salvation of individual people who learn to trust and thus obey, and 
for the ultimate salvation of all creation to be restored to freedom from evil and death. 

 Let’s pray . . . 


